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session of it.    The  countess has the remains of a fine woman who has employed her time well."
"This morning [January 3oth] I call on Mr. Elliot, with whom I have a long conversation. He tells me that during the time Pitt bullied Spain he got frightened at the idea that France would adhere to the family compact, and, sent him, Elliot, over to negotiate with the Diplomatic Committee ; that everything was submitted to them, and the terms having been made agreeable to their taste, two couriers were despatched to Madrid, informing the Court that unless it acceded to them it must not count on the aid of France. T.his produced the treaty made by Lord St. Helen's, and opened the door to a confidential communication between the British ministers and the leaders in France ; viz., Mirabeau, Barnave, etc. On this occasion Mirabeau proposed to him'that, in case a war should break out on the Continent, Flanders should, as in the Seven Years' War, be declared neuter. Whether it was in the power of the King's ministers to have carried into effect any such stipulation at a subsequent period I know not; but certainly, if it had been, they were very wrong to engage in the war. On the subject of Hanover he says the King is quite intractable. He has heard him say that a sovereign has no right to transfer the allegiance of subjects which God has given him. This was in answer to a proposition made by the Prussian Cabinet to exchange their territory in the vicinage of Holland for that part of Hanover which lies between Prussia and Hamburg. Mr. Elliot is convinced that this city is much coveted by Prussia, but thinks the possession of it would be injurious to Great Britain, and in that respect he is, I think, much mistaken. He tells me that the Ministers, separately considered, are indeed able men, but that the Ministry is incompetent to the situation in which theyove imagines himself in full pos-
